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ABSTRACT  

This paper, written by a 75-year-old retired engineer, is a Report of Work in Progress.

It outlines a scenario of Thailand’s response to the contraction of global fossil-fuel energy supplies that is just starting.

The social (economic, political and cultural) effects can be expected to be profound for Thailand.

When there is a downturn in employment in manufacturing, construction and/or tourism industries, in Thailand and/or globally, many newly-unemployed migrant workers return to Thailand’s rural villages (Ban Nork). This is the ‘safety net’ that provides social security and ‘rescue’ from the occurrence of the massive social unrest that less-fortunate countries experience when destitution threatens amongst urban populations.

The scenario envisages considerable reduction in employment in manufacture-for-export and in the tourism industry. This will result in heavy migration away from the Bangkok region and the Eastern Seaboard, and bring about a rise in the rural populations in the villages of some 25%. A considerable rise in agrarian ‘horticultural’ food production will follow.

Isaan, which already has a high rating of well-being (as measured in the Human Security audit in 2007) is expected to be further strengthened by migrants returning to their home villages and, later, by inward migration of ‘newly-rural’ people.

KEY WORDS: future   Thailand   Isaan   urban-to-rural-migration  sustainable well-being  

Mined Fossil Fuels and Ores:
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Convential sub-surface oil:
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Decreasing supply of petrochemicals will have an effect on supplies/prices of fertilisers, herbicides and pesticides. 

Food supply from ‘industrial agriculture’ will decrease and there will be increasing ‘agrarian horticulture’ amongst the peri-urban peasantry and the urban para-peasantry.
The social (economic, political and cultural) effects can be expected to be profound for all countries and nations and blocs, not just Thailand and ASEAN.
Decreasing industrialism/capitalism/consumerism may be seen as ‘the downside of Up’; or increasing agrarianism/moral economy/spirituality may be seen as ‘the upside of Down’. (Markley 2011).
Employment shift: from 60% agriculture, 30% manufacture, 10% tourism to

                                          90% agriculture,  8% manufacture, 2% tourism.
Scale of population shift for Thailand:
At present: 40 million in the villages,

                   10 million in provincial urban towns and cities,

                   10 million in ‘Greater Bangkok’.

In the future: 50 million in the villages,

                       7 million in provincial urban towns and cities

                       3 million in Bangkok.

‘Bigger and better New Ban Nork: smaller and nicer Old Bangkok’.
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