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This study focuses on the various collective rituals of a group of spirit mediums who worship the tutelary spirit of a city pillar in Chiang Mai, northern Thailand. First, they practice several calendrical rituals concerning the spirit. Though the pillar had lost its political importance as a symbol of ancient suzerainty, the mediums have been organizing various rituals for it, and the worship forms the basis for their religious activities. Second, each of them organizes yok khu, or the ritual of worshipping deceased masters at least once a year. This is a spirit possession ritual for their own tutelary spirits, and the other mediums attend this occasion and celebrate the host medium of the day through their ecstatic dances. Most of them have ample opportunity to meet daily, because the ritual is held almost every day in and around the city. The result is a ritual community created and maintained by means of their religious practices throughout the year, and its nature contributes to the development of the mediumship. Third, they have the ability to create new rituals, as is proved by an example of a relatively new calendridcal ritual to worship historical figures in the locality. Behind this creativity lies a will to preserve the spirit worship as a local tradition of mediums. As a whole, it is their intrinsic power that allows them to expand the ritual boundaries of mediumship in order to keep up with the local society and its reality.
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[For those who want to get the whole picture of Chiang Mai collective mediumship, my recent article is available in SOJOURN 26 (1) (2011), under the title “A Ritual Community: The Religious Practices of Spirit Mediums Who Worship the Spirit of the Chiang Mai City Pillar”.]
