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Aims 

1. A historiographical issue  

2. Focus  is about how the actual archaeological 
park is kept and their actual strong points 
and weaknesses. 

3. Comparison of the two parks. 

4. Archaeology and Thailand: some 
considerations 
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Different historiographical fates 

Sukhothai (through Ramkhanhaeng) gives the 
image of an “ideal country”, whereas the 
foundation of Thai culture was established.  
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Different historiographical fates 

Ayutthaya is the fighter. Naresuan, and the 
struggles against the Burmese army highlight 
the concept of a kingdom having to deal in 
various fronts.  
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The historiographical issue 

The last king of Ayutthaya was Suryainamin 
(1758-1767 CE), also called Ekathat, the one 
eyed. He was also said to have been struck by 
leprosy. 

The king was considered to be an illegitimate 
king even by his contemporaries (Royal 
Chronicles).  

How much of the story is post Ayutthaya fall 
propaganda? 
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NRCT Research Project 
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NRCT Research Project 
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• The reseach had three goals: 

1. To provide a study of the issues present in 
the Ayutthaya archaeological park. 

2. To supply an analysis of the interpretation 
problems faced by visitors to the park. 

3. Theoretical improvements to the park. 
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Master plan only from Chulalongkorn University, Social Studies 
Department (1987).  

It deals with the various issues relative to 
embellishment of the park itself, planning of 
some itineraries opened for tourists, other than 
other general planning.  

 

Actual status: never completed. 
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Needs of restoration.  

Wat Chaiwattanaram 
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Flooding 
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Lack of Interpretation material and 
visual aids and tourist guides 
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Lack of tourist guidebooks 
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Chao Sam Phraya Museum 
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Chao Sam Phraya Museum (2) 

11th International Conference on Thai Studies Robert B. Gozzoli 

 



Local community involvement with the 
park 
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Encroaching of local property and 
heritage.  
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New help (March 2011) 

• Narrowcasters.com is offering an audio service 
for Ayutthaya 
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But the Fine Arts 
Department at 
Ayutthaya still has to 
produce a guidebook 
to the archaaological 
park. 



Conflicts with the local community 

1. Complains for decision taken from 
above. 

2. Requests for more participation. 

3. Damages of the cultural heritage 
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Ayutthaya website 
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Ayutthaya 2020: World 
Expo?!@ 
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Sukhothai planning and cooperation 

• Sukhothai has been able to be a pilot project 
in Thailand by the Sophia University, Tokio 
(1986) 

• Two master plans were defined for its 
archaeoloogical park 

 1. UNESCO (1982) 

 2. Chulalongkorn University, Social Studies 
 Department (1984) 
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Sukhothai Master Plans. Actual 
implementation 
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Sukhothai international cooperation   

• Apart from the initial cooperation, Japan has 
contributed in more recent years, as well as  
UNESCO projects have been going on in very 
recent times. 

• Japanese involvement still present, as it can 
be seen on site. 
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Sukhothai interpretation 
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2. Presence of TAT-licensed tourist guides. 

1. Interpretation signs 



Sukhothai interpretation. FAD 
guidebooks 
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Sukhothai Ramkhanhaeng Museum 
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 Sukhothai website 
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Some conclusions 

As both entities are under the Fine Arts 
Department, why such a difference? 

What is the relevance of cultural heritage in 
Thailand today?  

What is the relevance of Thai archaeologists in 
Thai society? 
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What is the relevance of Thai 
archaeologists in Thai society? 
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THANK YOU!! 


