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Aims

1. A historiographical issue

2. Focus is about how the actual archaeological
park is kept and their actual strong points
and weaknesses.

3. Comparison of the two parks.

4. Archaeology and Thailand: some
considerations
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Different historiographical fates

Sukhothai (through Ramkhanhaeng) gives the
image of an “ideal country”, whereas the
foundation of Thai culture was established.
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Different historiographical fates

Ayutthaya is the fighter. Naresuan, and the
struggles against the Burmese army highlight
the concept of a kingdom having to deal in
various fronts.
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The historiographical issue

The last king of Ayutthaya was Suryainamin
(1758-1767 CE), also called Ekathat, the one

eyed. He was also said to have been struck by
leprosy.

The king was considered to be an illegitimate

king even by his contemporaries (Royal
Chronicles).

How much of the story is post Ayutthaya fall
propaganda?
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NRCT Research Project

Ayutthaya.
Past, Present and Future of a Heritage City.
Final Report

Roberto B. Gozzoli
Siam University,
Hotel and Tourism Studies Department
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NRCT Research Project

* The reseach had three goals:

1. To provide a study of the issues present in
the Ayutthaya archaeological park.

2. To supply an analysis of the interpretation
problems faced by visitors to the park.

3. Theoretical improvements to the park.
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Master plan only from Chulalongkorn University, Social Studies
Department (1987).

It deals with the various issues relative to

embellishment of the park itself, planning of
some itineraries opened for tourists, other than

other general planning.

Actual status: never completed.
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Needs of restoration.
Wat Chaiwattanaram
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Flooding
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Lack of Interpretation material and
visual aids and tourist guides

A X

‘Wat Mahathat

The construction of Wat Mahathat w . fing
reign of King Borommarachathirat | in 1374 A.Da::m: ;mmpbfed
during the reign of King Ramesuan (1388-1395 AD). Wrien‘King
Songtham (1610-1628 A.D.) was in power the main prang (Khmer-
style tower) collapsed. The restoration work on the prang was
probably completed in the reign of King Prasatthong (1630-1655 |
AD,). During the restoration the height of the prang was considerably

Wat Mahathat was restored once adain during the reign
of King Borommakot (1732-1758 A.D.) when four porticos of the
main prang were added. In 1767 AD. when Ayutthaya was sacked
the wat was bumnt and has since then been in ruins.

Wat Mahathat was a royal monastery and has been the
seat of the Sangaraja, the head of the Buddhist monks of the
Kamavasi sect, since the time of the Manafﬁaﬂ Thammakanayan,
who was a contemporary of Klng_ Borommarachathirat I who built
thewat. *~ 8

in the Rattanakosin period,
2 Duighotelan f,,m?:}‘;agam‘g lwar collapsed again and
about 1911 AD., the main P! N o Oy n 1956 AD.

area of the PIang Wk nd in the stupa witin
as well,

The relics of the Buddha were 25 well, incl
Toyerraiquary: Other amlaulies WL FCC, o, napedike

Buddha images. of animals. All these.
en plagues e OLE seum. -
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Chao Sam Phraya Museum
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Chao Sam Phraya Museum (2)

Saturday December 12, 2009, 1:21 AMSaturday December 12, 2009, 1:21 A GhT +07:00
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Museums close as robberies escalate

Published: 1101252009 at 12:00 Al
Mewspaper section: Mews :] share 7

The Fine Arts Department has ordered the temparary closure of national museums lacking in pruper@ecuri
measures to prevent the theft of national treasures. tnests

7

The museums will e shut 5o their security measures can be upgraded, an order issued by departtment chighare Ei
kriengkrai Sampatchalit states.
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Local community involvement with the
park
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Encroaching of local property and

itage.
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New help (March 2011)

* Narrowcasters.com is offering an audio service
for Ayutthaya

But the Fine Arts
Department at
Ayutthaya still has to
produce a guidebook
to the archaaological

park

Robert B. Gozzoli [,
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Conflicts with the local community

1. Complains for decision taken from
above.

2. Requests for more participation.

3. Damages of the cultural heritage
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Ayutthaya website
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Ayutthaya 2020: World

Expo?!@

Ayutthaya to be nominated as World Expo
site
Sanan's proposal gets the nod from cabinet share K1

Fublished: &0472011 at 12:00 Ak
MHewspaper section: Mews

Thailand will nominate the old capital of Ayvutthaya as the site forWorld Expo 2020, Share ﬂ

The cahinetvesterday approved Deputy Prime Minister Sanan Kachornprasat's proposal to nominate the central
province as the World Expo site, reasoning that the ancient city has the strongest potential among the candidate
locations of Chon Buri, Chanthabur, Phetchabor, Chiang Mai and Phuket.

hr Sanan is chairman afthe site selection committes.

The cahinet alzo approved in principle a 300-million-baht budget to undertake the bid and to campaign for support
frorm other countries, deputy government spokesman Supachai Jaisamut said.

Anather 100 million baht from the 201 2 fiscal budget will be spent promoting the expo among Thai people.

The Thailand Convention Exhibition Bureau (TCEBR) reported that Ayvatthava coold drav 3699 million visitors and
generate expo income dickets and sponsarshipd of 61.84 billion bahtifit is chosen to host the event. There would also
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Sukhothai planning and cooperation

e Sukhothai has been able to be a pilot project
in Thailand by the Sophia University, Tokio
(1986)

 Two master plans were defined for its
archaeoloogical park

1. UNESCO (1982)

2. Chulalongkorn University, Social Studies
Department (1984)
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Sukhothai Master Plans. Actual
implementation
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Sukhothai international cooperation

e Apart from the initial cooperation, Japan has
contributed in more recent years, as well as
UNESCO projects have been going on in very
recent times.

* Japanese involvement still present, as it can
be seen on site.
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Sukhothai interpretation

1. Interpretation signs

2. Presence of TAT-licensed tourist guides.
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Sukhothai interpretation. FAD
guidebooks
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Sukhothai Ramkhanhaeng Museum
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~ sukhothai archaealoglcal park website Pl \

Intro page <> Introduction to the World Heritage <% World Hevitage Trail <% Sukhotfai Historical Park

Si Satchanalai Histovical Park <3 Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park <2 Comtact Information

s Home

/ Home

Department of Fine Arts, Thailand #8557

Sawasdee, We are very pleased to welcome you to the World Heritage of Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai
and Kamphaeng. On our website you will find the story of the significance and relationships
between these three historical parks and why these three historical cities were inscribed on the
World Heritage list. Although Sukhothai historical park is better known and more famous than the
other two, we would like to invite you to visit Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet and experience
the rich heritage and magnificent architecture that make them World Heritage sites. We also hope
you find the time to enjoy the local lifestyle and local products including the ceramics,
earthenware, handmade woven cloth, silver and gold, cuisine, festivals and special events. If you
have suggestions on how we can improve the World Heritage sites, please let us know.

UNESCO, Bangkok office, Thailand Fuss

Welcome to the World Heritage of Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet. 4s you may be
aware, the World Heritage Committee inscribed these three historical parks on the World Heritage
List in 1991 because they are representative of the first period of Thai Art and the creation of the
first Thai state. During your visit you will find a number of notable monuments that represent
masterpieces of the first Thai architectural style that can be seen in the historical parks of
Sukhothai, Si Satchanalai and Kamphaeng Phet. Given their great national and regional historic
value, these three historical parks require special care and attention. You can help preserve the
sites by respecting them and their religious significance, and by following the guidelines and
signage. We hope you enjoy your visit to the World Heritage of these three historical cities.

+¢ Introduction to the World Heritage ¢ Si Satchanalai Histarical Park

Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park
¢ Contact Information

World Heritage Trail
4 e -




11t International Conference on Thai Studies Robert B. Gozzoli [(©)

Some conclusions

As both entities are under the Fine Arts
Department, why such a difference?

What is the relevance of cultural heritage in
Thailand today?

What is the relevance of Thai archaeologists in
Thai society?
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What is the relevance of Thai
archaeologists in Thai society?
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